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Biography

Talip Kucukcan is a Professor of Sociology at Marmara University in Istanbul and Former Personal Representative of the

OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on Combating Intolerance and Discrimination against Muslims (2014 - 2015). He was Head

of the Turkish Delegation to and the Deputy President of the Parliamentary Assembly of Council of Europe (2015-2018).

Mr. Kucukcan has a BA from Uludag University (1986) and received an MA from the School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London (1990). Kucukcan completed his PhD in Ethnic Relations at the University of Warwick

(1997) and worked as a Research Fellow at the Centre for Research in Ethnic Relations at the same University between
1997 and 1999. Before moving to Marmara University where he became a full professor, he was a Senior Research
Fellow at the Center for Islamic Studies in Istanbul until 2007. He served as a Senior Advisor to the President of Higher
Education Council of Turkey between 2009 and 2013. Kucukcan was the Director of Middle East Research Institute at
Marmara University between 2011 and 2014. He served as the Editor in Chief of Insight Turkey, a policy journal, until
2015. Before returning to the university he was Member of the Turkish Parliament and Foreign Relations Committee.
Kucukcan is specialized in state-religion relations, transnational migration, international freedom of religion, Turkey-EU

relations and Muslim minorities in Europe. He is a regular commentator on national and international media.
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Director of The Institution, Marmara University, Institute of Middle East Studies, 2010 - 2014
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Turkey’s Security Challenge within its Neighbourhood: Operation Olive Branch, Canada, 28 February 2018
Turkey’s Response to Migration Crisis: Syrian Refugees and Turkey-EU Migration Deal
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